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ESSAY 
PRAISE 
KNAVERY: 


Whether it be in C ers, Politicians, or 
Lawyers; Prieſts, P lates, or Church 
Dignitarics; L—ds, Merchants, or Stock- 
ee National Plunderers, or Pick- 

ockets; Thicves, Highway-Men, or Thief— 
Takers; Turks, Jews, or Infidels. 


Of all Nations and CouNxTRIEs. 


Honeſty s againſt all Common Senſe, 
Men muft be Knaves tis in their own Defence: 
Nor can weak Truth your Reputation Save, 
The Knaves will all Conſpire to call you Knave 
Long fhall he Live Inſulted o'er, Oppreſs'd, 
Who dares be leſs a Villain than the reſt. 

Roch. 
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Printed for Saw. BRH ö COR, at the Bell Savage 
on Lutgate-Hill , and at the Sun againſt John's 
Coffec- Houſe in Swithin's Alley, in Cornlul. 1723. 

Price One Shilling. 


PREFAC E. 


| REFACES toWritzvgs are 

become as Eſſential to all 

manner of Performances, as 
4 a Hat or Peruke to a Man's 
| Om Dreſs, Painting to a fine 
| Woman, Sauce is to Meat, or Sparkling ts 
Liquor; In ſhort, no Work is Inviting 
without them, from the Learned Labours of 
the great Critick D.—s down to the re- 
|  nowned Author of Robinſon Cruiſo. 
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} I. ſhall not therefore be Singular, in Pub- 
liſhing "y Lucubrations ; for Singularlity 
x A 2 16 


I ** 


EFA CE. 


is what I Abbor; I would not do otberwiſe 


than the reſt of the. World, for all that is 


in it; nor would I reſuſe to Engage the 


la 200 and ferceſt Windmill, if the bulk 7 
Mankind were real Don Quixote EN 


There is ſomething fo monſtrouſly Ridi- 


culous in thoſe Perſons who are known by 
a Starch'd Band, a Prim Countenance, and 
formal Grimace, that I think no Coxcombs 
are like em. The Fo, Dreſſes, tis true, 
Swears, Drinks, and I bores ; the Devote 
often does the ſame ; the Rake lies with 
another Man's Wife, the Hypocrite does 
the ſame thim, or 1..ms away with bis 
Daughter; the C----h---n goes to the Hun- 
reds of Drury, and the Quaker does the 
ſame ; the only Difference , the one 1s 
open and not Aſbum d on t, the other does it 
Shy and more out of fght. 
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PREFACE. 


| T urge ths, to Prove a Rake 1s not a 
; Singular but a Univerſal Character; and 
bo would not be a Rake to Lie with a 
D., or Pick up a L----dy of the Firſt 
Quality at a Ridotto or Maſquerade? I 
take it there are ſo very few amovgſt us 
| wowd Reſiſt the Temptation, that in a 
Roman Catholick Country they would be 
 Reviſterd as Saints. | 


7 


But, youll ſay, what 1s all this to the 
purpoſe of the following Eſſay? Why, I'll 
tell ye what it is; it lets you know what 10 
one General Character in the World, and as 
fuch is related to another General Characler 
more Prevalent and Fatal to the Sons of 
Men. 


rr . IO Se RIGS wr 


Tf the Character of Knave be not Univer- 
ſal, I don't know what is, and I dare ſay 
Honeſt y 


PREFACE. 
Honeſty is not ſo ; this Character is conſm d 
to no Climate, to na Country, no People, 
nor Nation under the Sun, but 5, Is A ſcen- 
dant o'er and Hereditary in All : T 1s not | 
this or that Court, but all Courts upon 
Earth have had their Knaves ; it 15 not | 
this or that Profeſſion, but all Profeſſions 
are accompanied with Knaves ; it is not 
this or that ſhape or Figure, but all ſhapes 
and Figures have their Knaves; and it i 
not this or that Time, but all Iimes and 
Seaſons have had their Knaves and Villains. 


In Sweden, Denmark, and other | 
| Northern Countries, we read of. Plotters 
and Conſprrators, and all Plotters and Con- 
ſpirators are Knaves ; in France, Spain, 
and Italy, we are told of Thieves, Shar- © 
pers, and Sodomites, and all Thieves, Shar- | 
pers, and Sodomutes, are Knaves and Wil: | 
barns 5 1 in Muſcovy, we read there are. | 
7 2 Maniſters 


ä 
* 
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in Cathedrals. 
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PREFACE. 

Minifters of State, who Rob and Plunder 
a whole Country, and all Robbers and 

Plunderers, are Knaves and Villains ; aud 
in Kingdoms leſs remote there are Bublers, 
Projectors and Scheme Makers, and J 
wiſh I could ſay all Bublers, Projectors and 
Scheme Makers were not Knayes. 


In fine, Knavery is the great Excellency 
that ever bas been and ever will be in Faſh- 


ion; and from the Money Changers in the 
Temple of Soloman, hath been handed down 
to the * Bargain Drivers under the Roofs of 
St. P----rs and St. PIs. 


Since therefare,T am ſo general in theſe my 
Labours, and have thus Explain & my, ſelf, 
I bope there will not be, at leaſt in Britain, 


— — 


* Alluding to Scandalous Walking and Talking 


a Coxcomb 


PREFACE. 
4 Coxcomb ſo very audacious as to fit himſelf 


with a CA that was not Deſjgn'd for bim: 


Tf there be any ſuch, J am to tell him, F 
have already drawn my Sword upon a Wind- 
mill and a Gyant ; and doubt not, by the 
Inſpiration of the famous Don Quixot of 


Immortal Memory, to Convince bim he 1s a 


Fool and an Owl, 


But here T ask Mr. D----s's Pardon for 


Uſurping his Province, and borrowing that 
Language which ſo much Embelliſhes bis 


Learned Writings : I ou it does not be- 
come me; and in Honour 10 this Llluſtrious 


Author, I take the Liberty to Conclude with 


bim, that all Men are Fools or Knaves 


as Differ from me. 


N. B. 


P R E F A CE. 


N. B. The Reader is to be Inform d, 
| that the three following Pieces were writ- 
ten at three ſeveral times, tho neither of 
' them have before been Publiſh'd: The Firſt, 
| being the Eflay on Knavery, illuſtrates the 
Particular Characler of a Knave, in variety 
of Shapes; the Knave's Creed, includes in 
it whatever ts relative to a Knave in Gene- 
ral; and the Knave's Laſt Will and Teſta- 
maa-ent, has a Spirit peculiar to the Greateſt 
fall Knaves, the South-Sea- Knave. 
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PREFACE. 
4 Coxcomb ſo very audacious as to fit himſelf 


with a CA that was not Deſean d for bim: 


Tf there be any ſuch, J am to tell him, 1 
have already drawn my Sword upon a Wind- 
mill and a Gyant ; and doubt not, by the 


Inſpiration of the famous Don Quixot of 


Immortal Memory, to Convince him he i a 


Fool and an Owl, 


But here T ask Mr. D----$'s Pardon for 


Uſurping his Province, and borrowing that 
Language which ſo much Embelliſhes bis 


Learned Writings : I oeh it does not be- 
come me; and in Hozour to this LAluſtriouis 


Author, I take the Liberty to Conclude with 


bim, that all Men are Fools or Knaves 


as Difer from me. 
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PREFACE. 


N. B. The Reader is to be Inſorm d, 
that the three following Pieces were vvrit- 
ten at three ſeveral times, tho neither of 
them have before been Publiſh'd : The Firſt, 
being the Eflay on Knavery, illuſtrates the 
Particular Characler of a Knave, in variety 
of Shapes; the Knave's Creed, includes in 
it whatever ts relative to a Knave in Gene- 
ral; and the Knave's Laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, has a Spirit peculiar to the Greateſt 
of all Knaves, the South-Sea- Knave. 
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PREFACE. 


Rr REFACES uu, ritings are 
5 become as Eſſential to all 
manner of Performances, as 
a Hat or Peruke to a Man's 
Dreſs, Painting to a fine 
Woman, Sauce is to Meat, or Sparkling to 
Liquor; In fhort, no Work u« Inviting 
without them, from the Learned Labours of 
the great Critick D----s down to the re- 
nowned Author of Robinſon Cruiſo. 


T ſhall not therefore be Singular, in Pub- 
liſhing my Lucubrations; for Singularlity 
A 2 10 


PREFACE. 


1s what I Abhor ; I would not do otherwiſe _— 


than the reſt of the World, for all that 10 
in it; nor would F refuſe to Engage the 
largeſt and fierceſt Windmill, if the bulk of 
Mankind were real Don Quixotes. 


There u ſomething ſo monſtrouſly Ridi- 
culous in thoſe Perſons who are known by 
a Starch'd Band, a Prim Countenance, and 
formal Grimace, that I think no Coxcombs 
are like em. The Fop Dreſſes, tis true, 
Swears, Drinks, and I hores; the Devote 
often does the ſame ; the Rake lies with 
another Man's Wife, the Hypocrite does 
the ſame thing, or Runs away with his 
Daughter ; the Cb. n goes to the Hun- 
dreds of Drury, and the Quaker does the 
ſame ; the only Difference is, the one us 
open and not Aſbam d ont, the other does it 
SiyLy and more out of fight. 


T urge 


PREFACE. 


I urge this, to Prove a Rake is not a 
Singular but a Univerſal Character; and 
who would not be a Rake to Lie with a 
D-------, or Pick up a L----dy of the Fiſt 
Quality at a Ridotto or Maſquerade? 1 
take it there are ſo ver y few amongſt Us 
' woud Reſiſt the Temptation, that in a 
I Roman Catholic Country they would be 


[4 Regiſter d as Saints. 
i But, you'll ſay, what is all this to the 
Purpoſe of the following Eſſay? Why, Pl 
tell ye what it is; it lets you know what 15 
a one General Character in the World, and as 
1 ſucb is related to another General Character 
L more Prevalent and Fatal to the Sons of 
” | Men, 
7: A | : 
1 |. DFib Charadler of Knave be not Univer- 
fl, I don't know what is, and I dare ſay 
” Honeſty 


PREFACE. 
Honeſt y is not ſo ; thus Charader is confin'd 
to no Climate, 10 no Country, no People, 
nor Nation under the Sun, but is Aſcen- 
dant o'er and Hereditary in All: It is not 
this or that Court, but all Courts upon 
Earih have had their Knaves ; it is not 
this or that Profeſſion, but all Profeſſions 
are accompanied with Knaves 3 it 25 not 
this or that ſhape or Froure, but all ſhapes 
and Fipures have their Knaves; and it us 


not this or that Time, but all Times and 
Seaſons have had their Knaves and Villains, 


In Sweden, Denmark, and other 
Northern Countries, we read of Plotters 
and Conſpirators, and all Plotters and Con- 
pirators are Knaves ; in France, Spain, 
and Italy, we are told of Thieves, Shar- 
pers, and Sodomntes, and all Thieves, Shar- 
pers, and Sodomites, are Knaves and Vil- 
lams ; in Muſcovy, we read there are 

Minifeers 


PRE FACE. 


g Miniſters of State, who Rob and Plundey : 


a whole Country, and all Robbers and 
Plunderers, are Knaves and Villains; and 


in Kingdoms leſs remote there are Bublers, 


| Projectors and Scheme Makers, and I 


— * 25 n 2 


wiſh T could fay all Bublers, Projectors and 


Scheme Makers werc not Knaves. 


In fine, Knavery 1s the great Excellency 


that ever bas been and cver will be in Faſh- 


in; and from the Money Changers in the 


Temple of Soloman, bath been handed down 


io the. Bargain Drivers under the Roofs of 
St. P- s and St. P-----ls. 


Since thereſore, Jam ſo general in theſe my 
Labours, and have thus Euplain d my lf 
1 bope there will not be, at leaſt in Britain, 


— 


* Allading to Scandalous Walking and Talking 
in Cathedrals. 


a Coxcomb 


PREFACE | 
4 Coxcomb ſo very audacious as to fit bumſelf ; 
with a CA that was not De ſ gn d for bim: 
If there be any ſuch, J am to tell bim, 1 
bave already draum my Sword upon a Wind- 
mill and a Gyant ; and doubt not, by the 
Tuſpiration of the famous Don Quixot of 
Immortal Memory, to Convince him be a 
Fool and an Owl. 


But here Jas Mr. D----S's Pardon for 
Uſurping bis Province, and borrowing that 
Language which ſo much Embelliſhes bis 
Learned Writings : I own it does not be- 
come me; and in Honour to this Illuſtrious 
Author, I take the Liberty to Conclude with 
bim, that all Men are Fools or Knaves 
as Differ from me. 


N. B. 


PREFACE. 


N. B. The Reader is to be Inform d, 
that the three following Pieces were writ- 


ten at three ſeveral times, tho neither of 


them have before been Publiſh'd: The Firſt, 


being the Eflay on Knavery, iluſtrates the 


Particular Character of a Knave, in variety 


| of Shapes; the Knave's Creed, includes in 


it whatever is relative to a Knave in Gene- 


ral; and the Knave's Laſt Will and Teſta- 


ment, has a Spirit peculiar to the Greateſt 
of all Knaves, the South-Sea- Knave. 
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Knave is a general Deceiver of 
Man, who either in a Publick 
or Private Station, Cheats and 
Defrauds thoſe he is Concern'd 
with; and ſticks at no ways 
and means to advance himſelf 
and ulis trortune in the World. 
Money is his Great and only Purſuit; He'll 
> Fawn, Bully, Lie, Cant and Pray, for obtain- 


ing 


[2 ] 

ing the Ends of becoming Rich and Power- 
ful : For a Plentitul Fortune, He will ſpend 
his Days in Miſery and Slavery, and Cheat 
his deareſt Friends and Relations; and as his 
Heart is above Remorſe, there is no Object 
of Pitty will Affect him, but like his Father 
the Devil, He Glories in Oppreſſion, and the 

Ruin of Mankind. | 


He joins with the * Poct, that Money is 
the Hinge the whole World turns upon; that 
it has power to alter all Conſtitutions; 'twill 
make an Honeſt Man a Knave, and a Knave 
an Honeſt Man; that it will make a Coward 
Valiant, an old Woman young, a young Wo- 
man a Saint, a Lawyer Juſt, a Stateſman Loy- 
al, and a Courticr keep his Word. And ac- 
cording to Hudibras, . 


'Tis Money is the only Pour, 

That all Mankind fall down before: 

Tour Pettifogers Damn their Souls, 

To ſhare with Knaves in Cheating Fools; 

And Merchants vent ring thro the Main, 

Slight Pyrates, Rocks, and Horns for 
Gain. 


Let us here Enlarge a little upon this Text, 
which at once ſhews us the Sovereign Power 


* Mr. Wicherly, in Js Plain Dealer, 


and 


iſ. = 


and Authority of Money, under all Circum- 
ſtances. If Money be the Hinge upon which 
the whole World turns, 'tis Plain that the 


. * World is Goycrnd by Moncy; and it the 
| World be Govern'd by Money, cvery thing 
1 ; Virtuous muſt Submit unto it; ſo that a Man 
> who intends to Live, muſt Love Money, and 
1 this Love for it will make him a Knave, and 
- this Knaycry make him a Great Man: There— 
fore Knavery is Praiſe-Worthy, and all Men 
5 > ſhould be Knaves. 
T p That Money can alter all Conſtitutions, is 
b 9 demonſtrably Evident: A Man no ſooner 


4 grows Rich, than he grows Proud, and for- 
= gets his Friends and Acquaintance; He who 


„Was once an Humble, good Natur, Suppli- 
5 ant Companion, by the force of glittering 
Money, becomes a Haughty, Imperious, Ar- 
= rogant Coxcomb. His Principles of Huma- 
- nity change with his Dreſs; his Gilded Coach, 
and ſhining Equipage, he Expects will Im- 
mortalize him, when they only ſerve to ren- 
| der him a more Conſpicuous Ideot. | 
bl | 
ns Money makes ſuch a prodigious Change 
*. in the tempers of Men, that if the South-Sea 
Project had gone on but a little further, it 
L would have been my Fortune (who was too 
much an Author to have any Intereſt in it) 
a to have loſt every Friend and Acquaintance 
— had left; and I ſhould have been oblig'd to 


B 2 have 


(4 ] 
have Convers'd with the Footmen and Valcts 
of thoſe very Gentlemen whom formerly I 
could Spend an Evening with over a Bottle 
of Port, or with ſome kind Belinda, who 
would by turns admit us to her pleaſurable 
Embraccs. 


But how will Money make an Honeſt Man 
a Knave, and a Knave an Honeſt Man? In- 
deed a Man who has Pretentions only to what 
we call Honeſty, may be caſily made a Knave 
of; but ſurely no Honeſt Man (truly ſo ſtil'd) 
will ſubmit to be a Knave. No Man of Ho- 

neſty will accept of a Bribe, Gift, or Reward, 

to Ruin or Deſtroy his Fellow Creatures; or 
for the ſake of the largeſt Penſion Sell his 
Country: Therefore 'tis the pretended Ho- 
neſt Man, which is Convertible to a Knave; 
and theſe Knaves are the worſt of Knaves, 
becauſe they are the moſt Secret. And as to 
a Knave's being made Honeſt by Money; the 
Poct's meaning is that a Knave like a Mon- 
key, may be kept for a time from doing Mil- 
chief by turning over Money. 


Now how Money will make a Coward Va- 
liant, an old Woman young, and a young 
Woman a Saint, is difficult to unriddle. A 
Coward, tis true, may Fight for Money, 
when he is in a Starving way, and in want 
of Neceſſaries, tho' not for an old Woman : 
An old Woman that is excceding Rich, will 

evet 


80 © Q — 
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cerver be Young in the Eyes of a Perſon that 


wants her Riches; and when ſuch a one lays 
himfelf down with his Aged Partner, he may 
find her Young enough for him between the 
Sheets: But as to a young Woman's being a 
Saint, if ſhe be Handſome I may very well 
Propheſy ſhe will not be ſo long; and if ſhe 
be ugly, and deſtitute of Fortune, I am ſure 
there is not a Pricſt who will take the Pains 
to Regiſter her Name in the Book of Saints and 
Martyrs. 


When a Lawyer is Juſt, tis becauſe he has 
no Temptation to be unjuſt; that is where 


He has ſo much Moncy to Plead the Cauſe 


of his Clicnt, that 'tis out of the Power of 
the oppoſite ſide to Bribe him over. Where 
a Stateſman is Loyal, tis where he has Pla- 
ces, Preterments, and Honours : Diveſt him 
of theſe, and try his Loyalty; He then will 
Curie the Prince he has adord. A Corrupt 
Stateſman is like a vicious Whore, true only 
to him as gives moſt; and that only for a 
time and Seaſon. And when a Courtier keeps 
his Word, it is almoſt a Miracle, if it be not 
tor Money. 


A famous * Doctor of Divinity, tells us, in 
one of his Pulpit-Orations, that, in the opi- 


al Dr. S=—th. Py 
nion 


nion of Stateſmen and Courtiers, There is no 
Devil like an Enemy in Power, no Damna- 
tion like being Poor, and no Hell like an emp- 
ty Purſe. This is a Bleſſed Opinion, and a 
Bleſſed Doctrine for a Cathedral Pulpit; and 
the Doctor was to much a Courtier, as to a- 
void thoſe damnable Evils, being throughly 
ſenſible that an Enemy in Power, eſpecially 
a HHe- Devil, is capable of the Protoundeſt 
Miſchict to Mankind: He took a provident 
Care to avert the fate of Poverty, the grea- 
teſt Curie, and accumulated a Fortune by 
filling the Heads, and Flogging the Tails 
of thoſe that were under his Tuition and 
Pupilage. 


1 hConfeſs an Enemy in Power is of all 
things in Life the moſt dreadful; and of all 
Enemics a Woman is the worſt. For Wo- 
men are naturally of a Revengeful Temper, 
and what they fail of Accompliſhing by 
Strength, they ſurely Effect by Treachery and 
Stratagem. I do not wiſh even my greateſt 
Enemy, a worſe Adverſary than a Lewd Im- 
perious Strumpet; and amongſt the many un- 
timely Exits at Tyburn, the Records of New- 
gate prove that the greateſt part of em are 
wholly imputable to Vicious Women. 


'A State Whore is the worſt of Devils; ſhe 
oftentimes Rules and Ruins Princes, and it 
iS equally Dangerous to Love and Deſpiſe 
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her: If ſhe is Belov'd, ſhe grows Proud, In- 
ſolent, and Intolcrablc; if ſhe's Deſpisd, Ma- 
lice, Hatred and Revenge, are Predominant ; 
and both the Prince's Honour ana Sccurity, 
are too frequently in her Power. 


As this Enemy is fatal to the Race of Man- 
kind; ſo is a great Vicious Stateſman. He 
is a Creature train'd up in a Court, and all 
the Vanities and Luxuries of Lite; One by 
Nature enclin'd to Hypocriſy and Double 
Dealing; who is Cunning and Deſigning, 
never Speaks as he Thinks, and never Thinks 
as he Acts; one that is Proud, Haughty, and 
Imperious, Diſſolute in his Manners, and a- 
bandon'd to Honeſty; a Stranger to his 
Friends, and a Fricnd to Sharpers; one of a 
narrow Soul, but in Selt- __— above all 
Things. | 


But I am far from Thinking this Character 


| belongs to any Miniſter now Reigning. All 


our Miniſters in Power, 'tis very well known, 
are Men of Fidelity, Senſe, Learning, Wit- 
dom, and the protoundeſt Penetration: Tho 
perhaps it may be objected, by our Diſlent- 
ing Brethren, that tis pitty they are not all 
of them Miniſters of the Goſpel. 


In former Reigns, they have not been al- 
ways OSrate-Con T. e we mult allow them 
their flips of Underſtanding as well as the 

reſt 


reſt of their Fellow Subjects; but till they 
are Miniſters, and ſuch as have the Miniſtry 


and Government of Nations. 


You never knew a S- ry of S te, 
but whilſt he was in Office was a great 
Politician: And a Politician (in the worſt 
Senſe) we are told, takes very little notice 
of his Friends, but Compliments his Encmies : 
He is a Perfect Maſter of the Myſtery of Hy- 
pocriſy; Baſc, Treacherous, and Perfidious, 
and Intereſt only can Byaſs his Inclinations. 


But a weak Politician, is a Srate-Mounte- 
bank; he gives out his Schemes and Pro- 
jections, as the Quack docs his Bills: He un- 
dertakes the Government of a whole King- 
dom, who is a Stranger to the Oeconomy of 
a Private Family. He looks Grave, and So- 
lemn; and if his Head be of a longiſh caſt, 
he bears the exact Reſcmblance of his Brother 
Aſs: And I hope this Simile will be Par- 
don'd, fince a King has declar'd that a Fooliſb 
Monarch is a Crown'd Aſs, 


I muſt own an Aſs is a grave Beaſt, and a 
little Alderman-niſh; which perhaps may be 
one juſtifying, Reaſon why ſome of our State 
Empiricks endeavour to Reſemble him; for 
Aldermen arc Magiſtrates, and Magiſtrates 
have Power over Corporations, as the other 


have 
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have over Kingdoms: And Hudibras tells us 
an Aſs may be an Alderman, 


— — — 


| A Gooſe a Juſtice, 
And Rooks Committee-Men aud Truſtees. 


Tho' all Politicians, whether weak or 
otherwiſe, are ever Juſtified by their good 
Succeſs. Politicians as Project any great De- 
ſigns, tho' the Contrivance be weak, if they 
take effect are admir'd for their Wiſdom ; 
but if a Man lays a Deſign with never ſo 
great Foreſight and Prudence, if it happens to 
miſcarry, the Author of it is Condemn'd as 
a Raſh and Imprudent Man. So that Succeſs 
we find zs A; and he that has it is a Great 
Man, tho' a Fool; and he that wants it is a 
Fool, tho' a Great Man. And the Poct ſays, 


He never yet was Wrong that did prevail, 
And none was ever Right that chanc'd 
to fail. 


This is undoubtedly true, in the Senſe of 
the World; and who would not be a Knave 
to be on the Right Side of the Buſh. But 
here, I bar all Reflections upon Revolu- 
tions, either in England, Sweden, France, 


Sain, Italy, Turkey, or any other Country 
Thatſocver. 


C Thc 
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The Sct of Lawyers, who have gain'd to 
themſelves Wealth and Reputation by their 
Knavery, Flock to Weſtminſter-Hall, like fo 
many Owls to a Barn: They Perch upon 
the Stations aſſignd them, and Hollow moſt 
unmercifully ; without which, the Owls their 
Clients are never Satisfied. They Bawl, Scold, 


and Harangue Hours together; and as no one 


can at firſt Underſtand them, they often re- 
peat their Fuſtian Orations; and leaſt they 
ſhould not be ſtill Underſtood, they produce 
Affidavits, Depoſitions, Records, Papers, Bun- 
dels, Boxes, Trunks, and Portmantcaus in 
Court, to Puzzle the Judges and the jury, 
which if they fail to do, they fail of Succels, 
and moſt ſurely loſe their Cauſc. 


In the Profeſlion of the Law, there arc 
great opportunities for Cheating and Knave- 
ry: No Philitian can more effectually Kill 
the Body, than the Lawyer can Diſpatch- 
the Eftate. And as in one Profeſſion ſo 
in the other, the obſcure Terms and barba- 


Tous Latin, keep their Callings a Secret to 


themſelves. But to do them Juſtice, I do 
not take it that Lawyers are greater Knaves 


in their Principles than any other People; 


but the Temptations they lie under beyond 
other People puſhes them forward in the ma- 
king of their Fortunes. And who would not 
make his Fortuc? Or who would ſcruple to be 
8 Anave, for a Coach and Six 
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J have lately ſcen in Manuſcript, a certain 
Attornies Bill, for Drawing a Mortgage, 
which fully explains the ways and means of 
accumulating Riches, in the Buſineſs of the 
Law; and tho' it be a Satyr on the Profeſ- 
ſion, I ſhall here take the Liberty to Inſert it 
Verbatim, 


A Yorkſhire Attornies Bill. 


.. 

OR Drawing the Mort- 
gage between Mr. 7% OO : OO 
Spendthrifr, and Mr. Fojrah 
Wealthy. 

A Fair Copy for Council, ) | 
and to the Counſellor (that 42 oO: oo 
my ſelf) for Peruſing the 


Draught. 


: OO 


Engroſing the Mortgage, 
being Sixtcen Skins of Parch- o 
ment (When one would do). 


Aſſigning over divers Terms J: o 
(all ſince Adam). 3 


and other Incumbrances (tho $03 : 00 : o 
I am ſure there are none), 


Scarching for Judgments, 


262 3238 
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Brought-ovyer 20 : 00 : 00 
Expedition Money to Clerks 
(that is Pleaſure Money, for 


or 2 00:7 09 
my dear ſelf). 


thy his Wife (tho' there's no 06 « 00. on 
occaſion for it). 

Several Attendances ( the 
greateſt to Eat up my Clients 
Suppers). 


00:13: £04 


Several Caſual Expences, 
as Coach Hire, exc. (to the 
Play Houſe, and other Places 
of Entertainment). | 


Levying a Fine from Mr. 2 
Tovy Spendthrift, and Doro- 


In-al, but 239 < 13 © 06 


This Bill gives ſome Light into the Pro- 
feſlion of the Law, and I recommend it as 
a Precedent to all young Beginners and o- 
thers, who are not let into "the Secrets of 
their Calling. I ſhall now Proceed to the 
Vicious Prieſts, 


That the Clergy can be Knaves, as well 
as the Layety, no one will deny. And is 
not Knavery as Commendable to obtain a 

Living, 
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Living, as to Procure an Office or Prefer- 


ment? I think, in my humble Opinion, it 
is. But I very much admire at the ang 


and Knavery of our Eccleſiaſtical A 
Set of Creatures, who arc not only afliſting 
to others in accompliſhing their Intrigues ; 


7 | bur who, being Endow'd with handſome 


+ Perſons, and the fair Sex expecting extraor- 
ory things under the Caſſock, will venture 
at the lewdeſt Embraccs with Laſcivious Fe- 
| males 


A Comely flcek PAs that gives up him- 
{ſelf to a Libertine Life, if he has once the good 
Fortune, by a Lay Rake, to be introduc'd to 
the Converſation of the Fair, will moſt cer- 

tainly Succced in the World; when an Ho- 
neſt, Modeſt, Ingenious Clergy-Man, who 

will not take up with a Scandalous Life, ſhall 
be Deſtitute of a Friend, Patron, and Ac- 
quaintance if not be in want of common 


Neceſſaries. 


6 

A Levitical Rake, will gain Preferment, 
and Preach, and W for the C ; 
and rather than his Patron ſhall be unre- 
warded, he'll kindly beftow on him the Ho- 
nour of the Horn, and get him an Heir to 
his Ancient Family : This is. the Spiritual 
Knave, who, ina Vicious Age, has the faireſt 
Chancc to riſe to a Dignitary. 


Thoſe 
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Brought-over 20: 0 09 
Expedition Money to Clerks 
(that is Pleaſure Money, for for : oo : oo 
my dear ſelf). A 
Levying a Fine from Mr. 
Toby Spendthrift, d Doro- ( 
thy his Wife (tho' there's no © 99 O: ©0 
occaſion for it). 

Several Attendances (the 
greateſt to Eat up my Clients Hoi 13 : 04 
Suppers). 

Several Caſual Expences, 
as Coach Hire, c. (to the 
Play Houſe, and other Places 
of Entertainment). 
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This Bill gives ſome Light into the Pro- 


feſſion of the Law, and I recommend it as 


a Precedent to all young Beginners and o— 
thers, who arc not let into the Secrets of 


their Calling. I ſhall now Proceed to the 


Vicious Prieſts. 


That the Clergy can be Knaves, as well 


as the Laycty, no one will deny. And is 


not Knavery as Commendable to obtain a 
3 Living, 
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Living, as to Procure an Office or Prefer- 


ment! I think, in my humble Opinion, it 
is. But I very much admire at the Policy 


4 and Knavery of our Eccleſiaſtical A 
: Set of Creatures, who arc not only afllting 
to others in accompliſhing their Intrigues; 
but who, being Endow'd with handſome 
= Perſons, and the fair Sex expecting extraor- 
7 dinaty things under the Caſſock, will venture 
at the lewdeſt Embraces with Laſcivious Fe- 
| mates 
A Comely ſlcek Parſon, that gives up him- 
ſelf to a Libertine Life, if he has once the good 
Fortune, by a Lay Rake, to be introduc'd to 
the Converſation of the Fair, will moſt cer- 
tainly Succeed in the World; when an Ho- 


neſt, Modeſt, Ingenious Clergy-Man, who 


ill not take up with a Scandalous Life, ſhall 
be Deſtitute of a Friend, Patron, and Ac- 
, quaintance if not be in want of common 
Neceſſaries. 
0 | 
$ A Levitical Rake, will gain Preferment, 
- and Preach, and W for the C ; 
Ff and rather than his Patron ſhall be unre- 


= warded, he'll kindly beftow on him the Ho- 
nour of the Horn, and get him an Heir to 
his Ancient Family : This is the Spiritual 
1 Knave, who, ina Vicious Age, has the faireſt 
5 Chance to riſe to a Dignitary. 
: > 


T hoſe 
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- Thoſe are Church-Knaves, who Preach up 
10 Treaſon and Rebellion to the People: And 
1 ſo weak are the Politicks of Prieſts, that 
they ncver enter into Plots, but they ſurely 
make a Pit for themſelves: But yet, it they 
WW are Hang d or Behcaded, they are nevertheleſs 
1 Martyrs; tho' their Schemes be never fo Di- 
i abolical, there arc certain Charitable Perſons 
in the World, that will loudly exclaim againſt 
the juſteſt Puniſhment, and tell us when the 
Head of a B p is Scver'd, the C 
lies a Bleeding. 


— * * 
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Next to P--I--t--cal Knaves, are a Superior 
Race of Men call'd L s and N ty. 
I do not pruſume to ſay that we have any 
L s in this Kingdom that are Knaves; 
and I Proteſt againſt all Proceſs of Scandalum 
Magnatum, which it is not my Intention to 
Incur. But methinks it is poſſible a L 

may be a Knave, as well as a Knave be a L--d. 
And if our N of ag condeſcend to 
Commence Stock - Jobbets and Sharpers in 
Exchange-Alley, can they expect to come off 
without ſharing the Reputation of Stock. Job- 
bers and Sharpers? I think they cannot; and 
therefore I warn all our N — ty, on 
pain of C-nſure of Knavery, not to Com- 
mence Stock- Jobbers. 


Ig i 


But why ſhould I be thus hard upon the 
. and not allow them to be 


— 12 —— 
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Knaves, as well as the Commonality? Have 


3 not they greater Privileges, in all Caſes; and 
may not they be — if they Pleaſe? But then 


at ® 

ly F there's a thing call'd Honour in the way: 
ey But Hang Honour; Knavery is allowable in 
cls all Men to get Money. 

5. 

nns Atſter all this, I know of no L that is 
nit a Knave; not cven an Iriſh L—: If there 
the be any ſuch, he may remain ſo, I ſuppoſe, 
— _ like the reſt of the World; and not be igno- 


* miniouſly treated by his Brother Knaves. 


rior © Whenever our Merchants become Knaves, 
ty. they do it Slyly ; as Quakers who go to the 
Hundreds of Drury. It is the Buſineſs of 
yes; _ Merchants to acquire Eſtates, and traverſe 
lum both Land and Water, to the remoteſt Regi- 
n to ons, in purſuit of Treaſure: And in diſtant 
— Countries it is no Crime to Rob, and Plun- 
L--d. der all they come near to taiſe themſelves; 
d to but this is underſtood where there are no 
rs in Laws nor Powers to Controul them: For 
c of theſe Gentlemen will not be Knaves, to the 
Job- hazard of their Carcaſſes; which they leave 
and to Petty-Criminals, who make their Exit on 
„ on ZTyburn's Tree. 


|») 

— 

— 
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When a Ship, deeply Inſur'd, is out on a 
Voyage, the Maſter of it by Command of the 
n the Merchant, may caſily Sink her to the Bottom 
to be of the Sea, and lay þis Clain to the Inſu- 
Navcs 4 trance 
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rance Money: This may be profitably done; 


and the Mariners Sunk with the Veſſel, to 
prevent Diſcovery, and telling of Tales. Far 
Dead Men cannot be Witneiles; nor, ſhould 
their Ghoſts appear, would they be allow'd 
to be Evidence in Weſtminſter- Hall. | 


A Merchant Knave lives upon the Publick : 
He Eats and Drinks Luxuriouſly; and by Mi- 
micking the Gentleman, in time perhaps he 
comes to be Knighted. Upon this, Sir John 
is puffed up with Pride; and my Lady and 
his Worſhip Ride in their Chariot, like a 
Bear and a Monkey, exposd to View as a 
Raree Show to the People. 


As to Stoch- fobbers, their whole Profeſ- 
ſion is Knavery and Deceit: But before I give 
you a Picture of theſe Monſters, I ſhall Inſert 


a Humorous Song, made on the Alley, and 
Sung by a Cheat. 


A SoNs, on Exchange Alley. 


Fo ME Riſe and ſome Fall, 

| The Devil and all, 

Al Fools here their Fortunes may "ry, 
The Proſpect is Gain, 
They neer can attain, 


With 1 at 1 and Dy. 


The 
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1 
The Turk, and the Jew, 
And Prieſts not a few, 
The Country, the Town, and the Ct; 
Here Ladies and Peers, 
And ſome without Ears, 
To Cheat and be Cheated reſort. 


And who wou'd not Cheat, 
Like ſome become Great, 
Keep Coaches and Horſes to boot; 
Tho' Monkeys and Bears 
Fill Coaches and Chairs, 
Tet each Mother's Son wou'd come tot. 


He is not in Vogue, 
Who'll not be a Rogue; 
We'll Cheat both the Bears and the Bulls; 
For Tory or Wig 
We Care not a ig. 
Well out do the Deu in Cheating our 
Culls. 


A Bull, ſo call'd, is one that with a modeſt 
Aſſurance buys Quantities of Stock without 
any Money; and a Bear is a Perſon who 
: modeſtly ſells upon the Exchange what he 
has not: And both have their Profits. Fot 
in caſc of a Riſc or a Fall the Difference is 
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tncirs; and if the Stock doth not Riſe, ac- 
cording as they Expect, they have nothing to 
do but to put their Bargains upon Perſons 
they know not, and who are not to be 
tound, at leaſt on this fide Terra Incagnita. 


Thus Bulls and Bcars fill the Alley, and 
theſe when they meet with Aſſes to Deal 
with, load them ſo intollerably that they 
fink under the Burthen. They ſlick to a 
Man's Pocket, like Ecachcs to his Skin, and 
will not leave him 'till they have Suck'd him 
Dry. Some Wags tell us, that the Devil is 
a Lawyer; but I take it with much greater 
Reaſon, he may be ſaid to be a Stock-"Jobber 
for the Stock Fobbers which attend the Alley, 
ſeem to want nothing but Tails to Repre- 
{cnt him. 


The Devil is Repreſented to be Black, and 
ſo are they; he is Fierce and Voracious, and 
ſo are they; he is a Decciycr, and ſo are they; 
he has Horns, and fo have many of them; ſo 
that they Stand in need of no Qualification, 
or Perſonal Ornament, to bear his Reſem- 
blance, but the Tail. 


I have been told by ſome Perfons, that 
they formerly had Tails; but as they made 
lo plain a Diicovery of their Original, they 


have long ſince been lopp'd off; and in the 


true Race of the preſent Stock-Fodbbers, there 
is full the Stump of a Tail to be found, 
which 


ſet of Mortals, 
National Plinderers : 
Tools and Underſtrappers of {uci 
* onal Piundercr is a Knave of the Greateſt 


and Sets on Work all other Knaves. 
thinks it by no means Evil to Rob the Pub- 
lick; for the Publick is every Body, and 
cvery Body is no Body. 
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J 
which upon a proper Enquiry the Wives of 
1 theſe Demons may calily Ditcover, 


But tho' theſe Sock-Fobzers are ſuch a 
yet are they not Equal to 
They arc = the 
A Nati- 


He is the Loadſtonc that Moves 
lie 


Magnitude: 


This is as plain as 


Demonſtration. 


Beſides, what was Alexander but a Publick 


Robber? Did not he Plunder the whole World, 
and yet who had more Honour paid him than 
Alexander? He was reckon'd of Kin to the 
Gods, ador'd by his Friends, and Dreaded by 


his Enemies: Then why ſhou'd any Plunder- 


ers of the Publick Repine? They ought on 


the contrary to Rejoice, 


and ſing Te Deum 
with the great Czar of Muſcovy, on the 
Spoils he has made amongſt the Perſian Sub- 
jects; and bleſs that Power that has made 


them to ſhine amongſt Men, and throughly 
Qualified them to Drink and Whore, and 


Enjoy all the Pleaſures of an Elegant Life. 


Ye Sons of Men, who would not be a 


State Plunderer? Be thus Great, thus Happy, 
6] 


D 2 and 
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and thus Eſteem'd? With Alexander at your 
Head, you nced not to fear the ſtrongeſt at- 
tacks: He'll lead you on Succeſsſully, and 


all Attempts to Puniſh your Crimes, will be 
render'd uſeleſs and Inſignificant. 


Great is the Pleaſure to Plunder a whole 
Country: The grcat and univerſal deſign of 
Mankind is Safely to Plunder; and all Pub- 
lick Plandcicrs have the greateſt Encourage- 
ment to go on and Plunder, if what a Poct 
who long ſince wrote, be allow'd to be Juſt. 


If little Villains muſt Submit to Fate, 


That Great ones may Enjoy the World in 
State. 


The Tribe of Little Villians is compos'd 
of Thieves, Burglars, Highwaymen, and Pick- 
pockets. A Thief is one that Steals from 
another, either Moncy, Goods, or Chaticls : 
This Creature thinks that as all things were 
at firſt in common to Man, ſo they have con- 
tinu'd cver ſince; and that if he wants a 
Coat, a Hat, Peruke, Stockings, or Shoes, 
or any other Neceſſaries for one of his Qua- 
lity, he has a Right to take them from thoſe 
who Poſſeſs them. Which he may do in- 
deed; but then he will likewiſe be Entitled 
to the Hemp, and a ſwing at Tyburn, attend- 


cd with Guards and great Numbers of Spect- 
2tOrs. 


He 
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He will have in his Journey to St. Gsless 
Pound, the grcateſt Guard he cver had in his 
Liic; a Guard more Formidable, for Num- 
bers, than any Prince or Potentate in Eu- 
rope; but the Milchict ont is, they do not 
Wait on his Perſon to Secure it, but to ſee 
that Tyourn bath its due; and curiouſly to 
oblerve his Dying Penitence, and the laſt 
Grin he makes upon the People— 


A Man never looks ſo Silly as when he 
has a Hempen Halter for his Neckcloth; and 
yet it is very Surprizing, amongſt a whole 
Cart-· load of the hardeſt Countenances there 
ſhall not be one of them, (it they are all Young) 
but ſhall be exccedingly Handſome in the Opi- 
ninion of the old Women; who do not fail 


to ſhed a great many Chriſtian Tears for the 


unhappy Criminals, and wiſh they were to 


be Hang'd at another Place of their Provid- 


ing: Tho' there are many of theſe Gentle- 
men, who would not have their Sentence al- 


ter'd, on theſe Conditions. 


A Burglar is a Gentleman who pretends 
a Title to Hoſpitality with his Neighbours. 
When he is Hungry, like the Lyon in the 
Wood, no Fences can ſtop him, He breaks 
thro' Doors, Walls, and Windows, to ſatisfy 


his Appetite, and fill his Pockets. He'll Ra- 
vage a Houſe all over, from bottom to top; 


and 
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and there is not a Favourite Bit, of a Wife or 
a Daughter, but he will ſurely Taſte. The 
Miſcr who has ſpent a, whole Lite in hoard- 
ing up Treaſure, when this Gentleman Viſits 
him, muſt open his Purſc-Strings, and in one 
fatal Minute part with his all, A Whore 
that hath Proftitured her Parts for Years toge- 
ther, to acquire a Fortune, muſt in an In- 
ſtant reſign her Ill got Stores: And the Stock- 
POE yield to the Honeſter Plunderer, what 
e has rifled and taken from the Publick. 


Some of theſe Burglars are very Facetious 
and Gailant Perſons: They have other Buſi- 
neſs upon their Hands, beſides breaking open 
Locks and Doors, and Deſcending down 
Chimnies: The ſight of the fair Limbs of a 
Beautcous Female, in a Bed of Pleaſure, will 
make them give over all other Plunder but what 
is near: They then inſtcad of Diveſting the 
Houſe of all its Riches, Enjoy the greateſt 
Treaſure, the Fair Belinda; who it Chaſte, 
in vain Reſiſts their Amorous Embraces; and 
if ſhe be Laſcivious, they thus Compound for 
intended Crimes. 


O! Happy Burglar, who thus can't Suc- 
ceed, when all other Arts are Uſeleſs. And 
who is there, amongft the Men of Spirit, 
that deſires not to be a Burglar on theſe. 
Terms; when Love is the Plunder and Beauty 
the Prize? 


A High- 


A Highway-Man is a generous Robber: 
He. comes Arm'd, and like an open Enemy 
bids ye ſtand and Deliver, His Piſtol. gives 
Authority to his Word of Command; and 
to this, many Charged Blunderbuſſes yield 
Obedience. They are ſome of them a ſort 
of Gcnteel Beggars, but (like Potentates in 
Treaties of Peace) inſiſt upon Preliminaries 
Sword in Hand. They ask, and you muſt 
Grant; or Fire and Smoak, will certainly 
Enſue. And it is merry to {cc a whole Com- 
pany of Armed Men, rather than they will 
face the terrible Piſtol, Deliver to a ſingle 
Robber their Baggs of Money, Watches, 
Swords, and other Accoutrements; for the 
Noiſe of a Piſtol is ſo very Dreadful in the 
Ears of ſome Travellers, that whether they 


ate Wounded or not it has its Effect, and 
* down they Drop like thoſe that are Slain. 


A great deal is due to theſe Brave and Fa- 


© miliar Gentlemen, that are not afraid to 


meet ye in the Field, and there by the Dint 


of Arms Decide the Fate of the Day, and, 


prudently Determine whether your Money 
ſhall be yours or theirs. And I think that 


herein they are much the Honeſter of the 
two, than Gameſters; becauſe the Gameſter 
Strips you without giving you Warning, which 
the other graciouſly does? and where a Man 
i is Robb d on the Highway, he may Sue the 


Hundred, 
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Hundred, when he that is privately Plunder'd 


by Gaming, cannot with the Stricteſt Enqui- 
ry find out the Gameſter, 


But as all Publick Good has ſome Evil at- 
tending it; ſo 'tis no Wonder that the Hun- 
dred is ſometimes made to Pay to Perſons 
what was never taken ſrom them. A Cun- 
ning Knave, by the honeſt Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
Dignified Getlemen call'd Knights of the Poſt, 
may caſily Swcar a Hundred out of an Hun- 
dred Pounds. And this is Praiſe Worthy, 
with thoſe that arc Reſolved to get Money; 
for the Advice that has been long ſince given, 
is my Son get Money. 


Of all the Set of little Villains, the Pzck- 
pocket is the Chief. His Head is always 
Working to find out ſome Stratagem, to 
Dive into the Pockets of all forts of Per- 
ſons: And ſometimes he is oblig'd to lic 
Siege for a Fortnight together, for a Watch 
or a Snuff-Box; and perhaps at laſt, be forc'd 
ro Cut down the Breeches, and Expole the 
Poſicriors, of a Rich old * Miſer, before his 
Hand can obtain Admittance. He has un- 
der him a large train of Pupils, from the ſtur- 
dy Thicf, that deals in Watches and Jewels, 
to the young tender Thiefling who ſtoops 
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for Handkerchiefs. He is a Maſter of Arts 
in his Profeſſion; and better skill'd in Le- 
gerdemain, and Slight of Hand, than the fa- 
mous C--mpb--l, or any other Conjurer; and 
has a greater Knowlege in the Myſtcry of 
Iniquity, to Entitle him to his Degree, than 
the moſt Learn'd and Diligent Prieſt, in Theo- 
logical Studies, who has made it his Buſineſs 
for many Years ſtanding to make himſelf 
Maſter of Puns and Conundrums. 


He is a very great Man, in his way; and 
equal Honour is raid to him as to a Corrupt 
Miniſter of State. He is a General Decciver, 
and ſo is the other; One Robbs the Publick, 
and ſo docs the other; there is only this dif- 
ference, one does it openly and the other 
privately; ſo that if there be any Honour 
Preference or Reſpect, due to the one more 
than the other, it is due to the Pick-pocket. 
And on this Account, the famous — is 
comparable to the famous L——; nay he is 
preferrable to him, becauſe he has hitherto, 
in ſpight of Tyburn, ſtood his Ground, and 
the other is a Fugitive from that Country 
he had Ruin'd. 


It is not to be admir'd that F——}/—— 
ſhould preſerye his Neck, from what he has 
almoſt time out of mind Deſerv'd, when we 
conſider he is the PunQualleſt and Exacteſt 

E Fellow 


8 - — 2 - Ps 
*,:- 2x CEA 
— 


— 
— A 


"_ . 
+ > 


* der 


; 5 4 
1 n 7 2 
2 a S. 2 wh > — 


3 * 
—— = — 1 4 


a 
Sr RE — K 
2 2 ot 2223 
1 8 "x — 
b "Oo - & WF 2 
2 y © = 2 


[ 26 ] 
Fellow alive: That he hath his Office of In- 
telligence, and like the Conjurer, Rocheſter, 
he only tells ye where your Goods are to be 
found; and he is the ſureſt Conjurcr, that 
firſt Employs his Imps to Steal your Tan- 
kards, and then for his Fecs, to their value, 
helps you to em again. Beſides, he has his 
Miniſters and Officers under him; and as he 
was once the King of the Beggars, ſo he is 
now become King of the Thieves. 


There is undoubtedly a great deal of Praiſe 
duc to this Man; for there is not a Robber 
upon the Road, but is ſure to be Hang'd by 
his Diligent care, who will not Compound 


his Offence and Pay a Tax to this Monarch, 


beyond the Reward that is Offer'd for Appre- 
henſion. Death is inevitably his Doom; and 
'tis King / — , Trics and Condemns him; 
he Reſigns him firſt to Newgate, and then 
to Tyburn, and at laſt with Triumph attends 
his good Subject to the Tree. But theſe are 
little Villians and muſt Submit to Fate. 


That there are Knaves amongſt Turks, 
Jews, and Infidels, we very well know. 
Turks are a Dull ſtupid and ſſothful People; 
idly Diſposd, yet greedy of Wealth; Baſe 
minded, and Contemptuous of other Na- 
tions. This is the Character of the Turks; 
bat notwithſtanding this, they arc ſome of 

them 
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them cunning Knaves, and clean ſbavers: 
> Tho' at Conſtantinople we never tee a Knave 


without a * Head, or any Politick Pates up- 


on City Gates, as we do in othcr Nations. 


A Jew is a Creature to be found amongſt 
Citizens, Brokers, Uſurers, and S$tock- Tobbers. 
He'll let out himſelf and his Family to Saran 
to Hire, for a Small Sum oi Money : His Looks 
Proclaim him] an outcaſt of Paradiſe ; but 
yet, by the Aſſiſtance of his good old Friend, 


he Grows Rich, Wealthy, and aboundeth in 
| Pride. He 1s a Circumciz'd Knave; and not- 
' withſtanding, as he Deals with, to he Lycs 
With all Nations: Tho' were I a Girl Devot- 
ed to Pleaſure, I ſhould diligently Examine 
for the Tail and the Foot, befort I w ou d 


Venture at his brutal Embraces. 


The Infidel! Knave is common to all King- 


doms and Countrics, under the Sun. He 


is an Infidel who believes not that when 
the Sky falls we {hall catch Larks; and 
that if he Knocks his Head againſt a Stone 
Wall, he ſhall not feel it. He is an In- 
fidel that does not belicve all Men arc 
Rogues, that can be ſo with Safety: He is 
allo an Infidel who will not believe that 
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his Wife may Cuckold him. And he is 
a State-Infidel, who bclicves not that all 
Kings and Princes Rule their Subjects for 
their Good. This is a neceflary Faith, and 


whoever is ſo bold as to Contradict jt, is 
not a Knave but a Fool. 


Thus I have, with great brevity and 
much Exactnefs, gone through my Eſſay 
upon Knavery ; and I kumbly hope the ne— 
ceſſary Hints and wholeſome Advice I have 
given therein, will be effectual to all good 
Chriſtian People, that they may plainly ſec 
What is their Trueſt Intereſt in this Tranſi— 
tory Life. If Knavery every where Flou- 
riſhes like a Green Bay-Tree, who would 
not Vouchſafe to Floutiſh at the Trifling 
Expence of a little Knavery ? 


When Knavery is the Faſhion of the 
Age, what Man is there wou'd not be in 
Faſhion? There is an Ancient ſaying, that 
a Man had as good be out of the World 
as ont of Faſhion. Let us therefore Engliſh, 
Freneh, Spaniſh, Dutch, Switzer, and Ger- 
man, Turks, ews and Infidels, of all Nations 
and Countries, all of us (who arc pleas d 
to like it) Agrce to be Knaves, Let not 
the Sun go down 'till we have begun this 
Righteous Task : Let Knavery extend it 
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is ſelf to remoteſt Climates; and the Man 
all that Refuſes to be a Knave, be Sacrificd to 
or = Conlcicnce, the greateſt Tyrant, and fall 
ad a Victim not for Knaycry, but for his Re- 
is fuſing to be a Knave. 


E 1 


. Knave's CREED. 
= - Found in the = l 


GREAT MAN. 


Believe in every thing a Man, 
who intends to Live in this 
World, ſhould do. I Believe it [- 
is no Crime to Cheat, where 
the Law will not Puniſh; that 
"tis no > Sin to Deceive, if the Offender Eſ 
cape 
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* | cape Juſtice 3 and that 'tis no harm to Lie 
1 (ded it be done Diſcreetly. 


I Believe, it not Criminal to Speak one 
unt and Mean another; for Looks to 
Contradict Actions, and Actions Looks? 
That there is no more Injury in a Stock- Job- 
ber's Cheating on the Exchange, than in 
the Frauds and Deceits of a 7; orkſhire Jockey; 
and tliat tis no greater Crime to turn an 
Honeſt Gentleman out of his Poſſeſſions, 
than to lie with a Parſon's Wife for the Be- 


h nefit of Horſe Fleſh. 


I Believe it a great Error to think eve- 


ry, Knave a Rogue; tho' both Characters 


E 


, ſeem to mcan the ſame thing: A Knave is 
never a Fool, but a Rogue is — ſo. 18 
licve not in Rogues; but 1 credit Knaves. 


1 Believe the Greateſt part of the World a- 


broad is Govern'd by Knaves, and of Conſe- 
© quence I am a true Subject to ſome Prince 


- or other, 


As I have thus prov'd my ſelf no Rogue 


but a Knave, it is my firm Bclicf that all 


Rogues are Dangerous to Society, and all 
Knayes Promoters of it. If you Travel into 
ſome Countries, you'll find Knaves are the 
Chief and only Perſons in Power; and you 
muſt know I am by Birth a Forcigner, and 


Neorn to Dilgrace my Country with Honeſty. 


I Delieve 
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I Believe a Man may Rob on the Highway, 
and afterwards be a Commander in the Ar: 
my; that a Man may be a Thief and Pick- 
pocket, and then be in an Office of Treaſure; 
and that a Town Proſtitute may, in times of 
Gallantry, riſe to be a C Miſtreſs, 


Believe ſome Great Men to be Cuckolds, 
becauſe many of them make all others Cuck- 
olds; and I belicve all young Females (ſome 
few Excepted) to be W 8, that are hand- 
ſome. As to thoſe that are Ugly, it being a 
deed of Charity to make them ſo, I have 
nothing to ſay of them in this Age. 


From my Inſancy I ever Believ'd that Mo- 
ney was the Great Earthly Ruler of this 
World; 1 therefore Worſhip, and Adore it; 
and think there is more Virtue in it than in 
all the Cardinal. Virtues. I Belicve none to 
be Fools, in Kingdoms abroad, but thoſe as 
will not Hang, Whip, and Buffet, for Mo- 
ney and Places; and I Bclicve it Commend- 


able to do every Thing for thoſe Ends. 


For this, I have many Illuſtrious Examples, 
in former times: I Believe in cycry thing 
which ſerves my purpoſe of growing Rich 


and Powerful; and that nothing is Vicious 


but what Croſſes a Man's Intereſt; And as 
| | | for 
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for Conſcience, I have found out a Way to 
quiet it with Moncy. | | 

I Believe it laudable to put « out PRE Candlcs, 
and ſtrip the Bank of a Publick Gaming-Ta- 
ble, I Believe it no harm, werc it not for 
the Law, to Repreſent en Perſon and 
Receive his Fortune, becauſe we are all like 
one another. A Knave is like an Honeſt 
Man, and an Honcſt Man like a Knaye; nor 
do I find the, Tail and the Foot make any 
orcat Diſtinction. 


I Belicyc it is no Crime to Beat out another 
Man's Eyes, who fees my Knavery; and to 


tie the Tongue of a Town Babler; for ſafety 


is the Word, and what Knave of Fortune 
do we find in Danger, in ſome Countries 
in the World, of Hanging or the Whipping- 
Poſt. 

I Believe in all Knaves; becauſe all Knaves 
have Bclicf in one another. I Believe in no 
Honeſt Man, for no Honeſt Man Believes 
in a Knave. As I Renounce Honeſty, fo I 
freely Embrace Knavery; and 1 Laugh at 
thoſe ſilly Fellows, who think it Diſgraceful 
to be a Knave. 


It is my Belief, that all Men would be 
| Knaves if they durſt; that tis the Fear of 


F Laws, 
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Laws, and not Principle, makes People 
Honeſt; and this is Hypocriſy, and Hypocriſy, 
tho a great Quality, is Knavery: Indeed a 
Hypocrite may be thought Honeſt, when a 
Knave is not; but 4 Hypocrite is nevertheleſs 
a ſecret Knave. 


I Believe it Honourable to be Great; and 
if, Knavery will make a Man Great, I Be- 
lieve Knavery to be Honourable, I Believe 
in nothing that hath the leaſt Tendency to 
Poverty, for Poverty brings mcanncſs of 
Spirit, and meanneſs of Spirit brings Con- 
tempt. 


I Believe in Knavery, in all ſhapes; and 
that it is as Praiſe worthy to Lye and Cheat, 
as to Drink and Whore: That as all Men 
of Spirit will do the one; ſo none but Fools 
will Refuſe the other. That all Puniſh- 
ments are againſt the Law of Nature; and 
Gelding and Caſtration, for Venal Offences, 


is a 3 nen unleſs it be on a 
Prieſt. 


21 Believe the Females of Drury Lane 
have as much Virtue as ſome other Ladies 
at another part of the Town; that a Man 
may as Safely Intrigue with them as with a 
D—— And that all w hores are Enemies to 


Rogucs, 
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Rogues, and Villains; but Friends to Knaves, 
and Men of good Manners. 


Believe, by my being a Knave, I am very 
much in the Right ont — and, in ſhort, I 
Believe I ſhall in time be Advanc'd, to Prime 
Miniſter to the King of Knaves. 


LAST WIL I 
AND 
TESTAMENT, 
Written in the late S. Sea Tine. 


CHEE - WPRTMJS. I Give and Be- 
| -1 J& 125 qucath my Body to Od N k, 
io be Diſpos'd of as He in his Diſ- 
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TS) ion ſhall think fit; with re- 
ard to my Eminent Services, in ſending to 
” his 
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his Infernal Territories, Legions of Souls 
falbn by their own Hands, with the help of 
Ropes, Piſtols, Swords, and Poiſons. And 
as to that Worldy Eſtate, whereof I am 
Podeſſed, and not permitted to carry along 
with me, I Give and Deviſc the ſame as 
follows. 


Firſt, 1 Give All thoſe my Manors, Lord- 
ſhips, and Royaltics, in the County of ——, 
above Twenty in Number, by me lately 
Purchas'd of *Squire Softhead for 
One Hundred Thouſand Pounds, (the Pur- 
chaſe Money for which he immediately em- 
ploy'd in F. Sea Subſcriptions, fince dwindled 
to nothing) to my Dear and Affectionate Cou- 
zen Timothy Thrifty, Eſq; by him to be 
thoroughly Enjoy' d, as long as he can Drink 
and Whore; Afterwards I Give the ſame to 
his Son. And I Give to the aforeſaid Squire 
* Softhead, as an acknowledgment of my 
* Friendſhip to him in his preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, a Silken Halter with an caſy Knor. 


Item, 1 Give Ten Thouſand Acres of 
Amabie Land, in the County of 
Bought in Exchange for ſo many Thouſand 
Pounds South-Sea Stock, to my Noble Kinſ- 
man L—d by him to be Poſſeſs d and 
de d, under certain Conditions and Ap- 
IA vi. That he, in the firſt place, 

Pay 
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Pay and Satisfy the Penſion or Allowance 
of 500/. per Annum to that celebrated Cour- 
tezan, my Dearly Beloved Miſtreſs and Bed- 
fellow Sally Salisbury, now in the Manſion 
of Nana 2; as a Reward for her Extraordi- 
nary Labours in her Profeſſion, and the ma- 
ny ſwect Embraces, and Nocturnal Pleaſures 
I have met with at her Hands. And, in 
the next place, being Deſirous to ſet an Ex- 
ample of Charity to the Hundreds of Drury, 
that he do give to every Proſtitute of this 
great City, who ſhall Prove herſelf a W— e, 
the Sum of Five Guineas, to give me a good 
Character, and Skreen me from the Re- 
proach of the Rod, and Cat of Nine-Tails, 


Item. 1 Give and Deviſe all that my Ca- 
ſtle of him, in the County of with 
Five Thouſand Pounds per Annum thereto 
appertaining, to my Deareſt Kinſman Nephew 
and Nameſake Aminadab Cheatall, Eſq; De- 
firing he would Pay thereout One Thouſand 
Pounds a Year to my Ten hopeful Natural 
Sons, by me Merrily Begotten on the Bo- 
dy of Abigail the Wife of Feremy Badcock, 
Cuckold and - of London. And as 
I am Confident theſe Children are of my own 
begetting, their Mother being a Marricd and 
Virtuous Woman, it is my will that they all 
of them attend my Funeral Obſequics, as the 
Chief Mourners over the Remains of their 
Affecti- 
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Affectionate Father, and as an Honour to my 
Ancient and Illuſtrious Family. 


Item, I Give to my Intriguing Wiſe, 
Arabella Cheatall, all my Capital Meſſuage, 
call'd South-Sea Folly, built Caſtlewiſe, with 
Thrce Thouſand Pounds a Year to the ſame 
belonging, as Pin Money, and a Proviſion for 
her, and half a Dozen ſingle Gentlemen with 
ftrong Backs, to do the Private Buſineſs of her 
Family. And I give to my Daughter Eli- 
gabeth, begot upon the Body of my Dear 


5 Wife by Captain Jprightly and half a Score 
more, Ten Thouſan3 Pounds to Purchaſe an 
Iriſbman for her Husband. 


Item, 1 give and Diſpoſe of all my Fine 


Paintings and Drawings, done by Lilly, Van- 


dyke, and other eminent Maſters, and valued 


= at Fifty Thouſand Pounds, to my Dear Friend 
and Brother Rake Toby Lack-wit Eſq; but 


my Requeſt is that the fine Picture of Venus, 


and Paris Paſſing Judgment upon the three 


Goddeſſes, be Preſented to the C - 
All my Plate of Maſſy Gold, with my Silver 


Tables, Scrutores, Glaſs Frames, Sconces, 


and other Valuable Furniture of this kind, I 
give to my old Friend Sir. Thomas Noodle 


"Baronet. And my Library of Books, con- 
fiſting of One Hundred Thouſand Volumes 
in different Languages, not one whereof | 
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underſtand, I give to the Reverend and Dig- 
nify'd Dr. Jeffery Thickſcul, for the Improve- 
ment of his Learning, he the ſaid Doctor 


Reading a Lecture on my Death annually for 
the ſame. | 


Item, I give to One Hundred Brokers of 
Exchange Alley, Each of em a compleat 
Suit of Mourning, from Head to Foot; pro- 
vided they all of them Cry, and look Hide- 
ouſly, at the time of my Death; otherwiſe, 
their Clothes to be Stript off their Backs, 
and they are to be turn'd into the 4 as 
Naked as they came thirher. 


Item, 1 hve to all Knaves of the Firſt 
Clats, who ſhall infallibly make out their 
ſeveral Claims, the Sum of One Hundred 
Pounds cach, as a Teſtimony of my Obliga- 
tions to and Aﬀection for them, and the good 
opinion I have ever conceiv'd of their Merit, 
from my firſt carrying a Burden on my 
Shoulders to my Honourablc Riding in ny 
Coach and Six, 


Item, 1 give the Sum of One Thouſand 
Pounds to Buy off all petty C—s, for a 
Twelve Month to come after my deccaſe; 
ſo as they are to be bought off. And the 
Sum of Five Hundred Pounds, to Exempt 
Bawds, Pimps, and Whores, who ſhall fall 

into 
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into the Hands of In? gers, from Whips, 
Scourges, and Publick amy. 

Item, 1 vive to) = W—— 4 the 
Legacy of Five Hund Ponads, on Con- 
dition he immediately qu. laudable Pro- 
feſſion of Thief- Taking, a ccomes as Ho- 
neſt as the Thieves he _ nds: But this 
is to be underſtood, fo as 1 © inning Lawyer 
may Evade my a of keeping all 
Men from the Gallows as Knowing as my ſelt. 


Item, 1 give to he Society of Free 
Mis; the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, 
as an acknowledgment of their Favour, at the 
time of my being admitted one of the Brother- 
hood, in Excuſing my Playing at Blind Man's 
Buff, and joining my Lips to the Fundament 
of my Brother; which-is an Indulgence ſo 
few can boaſt of, that it is worthy my ac- 
knowledgment. I give to the R—— S$—-y 
the Sum 'of Five Hundred Pounds, to En- 
courage them to Proceed in their Knowledge 
of the Secrets of Nature, and particularly to 


lind out the Length of the Vagina of a Wo- 


man's Privities. 


5 Item 1 give the Sum of Fifty Thouſand 
Pounds, to Cure the Incurables of this great 
Metropolis. Twenty Thouſand pounds, to 
the Governors of Bridewel: And not a 
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Groat to the Poor. But, 


as wg appear 


Religious in every tho! g elſe I do, I give to the 


Parſon of the Parilt1 where I ſhall Dye, One 
Hundred Pound to Frcach my Funeral Ora: 
tion; provided he therein makes me a Saint. 
And I order Five Hundred Pounds to Aſſem- 
ble all the Charity Children of this City to 
go beſore my Herſe, and Sing a Kenn 
for the 1 repole of wy, Soul. 


Jtem, All my Eſtate in Nabibus, * give 
and Bequeath to him that can Catch it. 
And my: Poſſeſſions in the World of the 
Moon, I give to the Hout h- Sea C as 4 
Bubble to raiſe a Million of Pounds Sterling. 
My Fleet of Flying Ships, I give to the Che- 
valier of the Relict, to bring over an Army 
of Apes to Invade the Regions of the Air, 
and EſtabliſtPopery, rice, and Cut-Throats, 


Item, I. give my Political Cap to Mr. — 

I o , Deſiring he would 
uſe it as J have done, viz. in ſiding with all 
Partics in Power, and giving into all Mea- 
ſures for his Intcreſt: Tho' here I am to cau- 
tion him that he muſt firſt Scar his Conſci- 
ence, before he preſumes to put the Cap on 
his Head, 


Item, I Give, and appoint, the Sum of 
Ten Thouſand Pounds, to Erect a Tomb for 


perpe- 
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perpetuating my Memory; which I hereby 
ſtrictly Order, to be as high as the Monu- 
ment, with my Honourable Creſt of Arms, 
an Aſs Rampant on its Summit, and fill'd 
from the Top to the Bottom with Encomi- 
ums of my Life: And it being my De- 
fire, that every Poct ſhould have a fair 
Chance of what he ncver ſaw before, I Give 
to him that ſhall Write the longeft and moſt 
fulſom Epitaph, the Sum of Five Hundred 
Pounds. 


Item, As it is my Ambition to make 
my Laſt Exit as Remarkable and Magnifi- 
cent as my Life, I Order Twenty Thouſand 
Pounds to be Expended in my Funcral; and 
that my Body be drawn in an open Herſe, at- 
rended by Five Hundred Mourning Coaches, 
and all the Heralds at Arms, in their Forma- 
lities, with Streamers, Scutcheons, Banners, 
and all the Pomp and Solemnity of Death. 


Laſtly, I ordain this my Will to be Re- 
giſtered amongſt the Archives of this King- 
dom, as a Preſident and Example to all thoſe 
who would know how 'tis to Live and Dye 
a true Son of Exchange Alley. 


Aminadab Cheat-all. 
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